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Everything You Need to Know 
A Systematic Study of God 

The Incarnation of Christ, Part 2 

The ________________________ Union 
 
Therefore, following the holy fathers, we all with one accord teach men to acknowledge one 
and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at once complete in Godhead and complete in 
manhood, truly God and truly man, consisting also of a reasonable soul and body; of one 
substance with the Father as regards His Godhead, and at the same time of one substance with 
us as regards His manhood; like us in all respects apart from sin; as regards His Godhead, 
begotten of the Father before the ages, but yet as regards His manhood begotten, for us men 
and for our salvation, of Mary the virgin, the God-bearer; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, 
Only-Begotten, recognized in two natures, without confusion, without change, without division, 
without separation; the distinction of natures being in no way annulled by the union, but rather 
the characteristics of each nature being preserved and coming together to form one Person and 
subsistence, not as parted or separated into two Persons, but one and the same Son and only-
begotten God the Word, Lord Jesus Christ; even as the prophets from earliest times spoke of 
Him, and our Lord Jesus Christ Himself taught us, and the creed of the fathers has been handed 
down to us. (Council at Chalcedon, AD 451) 
 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of 
the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 
 
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all 
things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty in heaven. (Hebrews 1:3) 
 
Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.” “You 
are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!” “Very truly I tell 
you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” At this, they picked up stones to 
stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds. (John 8:56-58) 
 
Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother 
treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with 
God and man. (Luke 2:52) 
 
 
 

 



The ________________________ Dilemma 

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in 
very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made 
in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death— even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:5-8) 
 
 
In the kenosis Christ emptied Himself of retaining and exploiting His status in the Godhead and 
took on humanity in order to die. – Charles Ryrie, Basic Theology 


